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Members of the Body

Paul had mail. The church in Corinth had questfon®aul. He had started that church then
moved on. Apparently they wrote to him about whaswgoing on back in the Corinthian church.
| say Corinth, but that church could be in ColumlarsCleveland, or Canton, or closer. They
wrote to him about thespirituality, and his view which Christians in thetturch were indeed

the most spiritual peopleThe church was full of quarreling, competing owéio was more
spiritual. Groups were formed, cliques. In pantc, some were “speaking in tongues” as
evidence of the Spirit of God in them. They wam@gantly boasting their spiritual superiority
over others in the church.

That notion of spiritual achievement still plagugsspel preachers today, people wanting from
them help with spiritual advancement, as if thahesgood news of Christian faith and the goal
of Christian life. As if Jesus came to make ubdanore spiritual people. Had not Paul
preached that it is not what we do but what Cldidt-- not our spiritual accomplishment, but
Christ’s physical body in the manger, on the crassl at the tomb that makes all the difference?
| suspect that before Paul wrote back to thempbleeld himself in a tent and went on an
exasperated rant, pulling out his hair.

Paul begins his response to this in chapter 12w'Boncerning these spiritutidings..” (best
translation of vs.1)yOU have brought up. Don’t you know they grigs? “Now there are varieties of
gifts” -- spiritual gifts from God -- given out amg you. But they are gifts, not your spiritual
achievement in the church, but God’s grace andinlgs They are not about you, but what God
gives you: variety of gifts, including wisdom akiowledge and faith and healing and yes
speaking in tongues, and they are all from Godryeare of them. They are not given to bring
you honor, but to be used for the common good thkmyond the church. The same Spirit of
God gives you different gifts, different kinds @rsgice to perform, different kinds of working
with others.

Think of it this way, says Paul, think of the chuis &ody. This is a body made up of
members: feet, hands, head, heart, kidney (gi2zardou are a member of this body. This is
not like any other membership, unlike your membigrginthe 4-H club or Rotary or French
Club, on the wrestling team or school choir, or &#ggan party or AARP or such social
organizations. With those you join, have your namehe roll, pay your dues, identify and
participate as a member in what they are doinge cfturch membership is not that, not just a
group of Christians with a common identity and atgen

You arethe Body of Christ. As you have been baptized into the body, you are made part
of the body of Christ. Verse 27 says Ndw you are the body of Christ, and individually
members of it.” A real body, the church, a living body, Chridiedy... and you are a member
of the body.



Let's say you are the foofThe foot cannot deny it belongs to the wholeybddoesn’t the blood
from the rest of the body flow through the foot jiexg it alive? Does the rest of the body go for
a hike and leave the foot at home to watch footbalkewise, (says Paul) with you as a member
of the church. Once baptized into the body of §&hgiou cannot pretend that you have no place
here, as if the foot could still be a member withine rest of the body. But the Spirit of Christ
flowing throughout the body makes you a living pefrthe body.

Furthermore, a member of the body -- let's saynibee-- cannot pretend that it is the entire
body... all one big nose. You Corinthians speakimtphgues, how can you act like that is the
whole of being Christian? One big strange tonglieé same goes for a member’s teaching, or
another’s music, or a member’s understanding aptsce, or another’'s moral conviction -- each
an important part, but the part is not the wholdybo

Nor can one member of the body -- how about thatme cannot dismiss another member as
not needed. The mouth would notice if the heacewaissing (at least in most cases). The body
of Christ is made for the members to depend upoh ether. In ancient times, others used the
body analogy, usually to keep people in their dacef slaves will be slaves and the ruling class
rule, then the body of Rome will be just fine. Ba&ul says the body of Christ is about
interdependence of the members. God even honetegsh respected members above the others
so there will be no dissention but unity in the ypodnd so the members instead of resenting
one another will take care of each other. Inlwdy, if one member suffers, all do. When your
head aches, the rest of you feels punk as well.

Get it? Paul wants to knowYou are the body of Christ and individually memdbef it.”

| am not saying that is howshould be. That idow it is. That is how God has made the
church. You may prefer to think of the church asdming more fully the body of Christ by
what we do... playing nice, being inclusive, gettaigng together... doing your part, being
responsible, not letting the rest of us down... by te will be more the body of Christ today
than yesterday. No. The church IS Christ’'s bo@pd makes it that way. God does the saving,
brings the grace, makes this congregation the bo@hrist. That is the way it is.

God makeyoua member through baptism. Now you ared@ member, function as a member
of the body, and use your spiritual gifts to fulfibur part of the body. If God has brought you
here, if this is where you are supposed to be, Wiet is your membershipRot whereis your
membership (at®lUCC or at Hilltop Fellowship), buthat?! What part of the body are you?
Ask yourself not if others here can make you feellcame, valued, happy. The question is:
What is your part here -- member of the body -- laow can you do® How can you use the
spiritual gifts which God has given you? Use tHenthe common good of the body of Christ?
How can you be the member you are, by the graoadf?

The church in Corinth asked questions about spirtiu Paul’'s answer was about thedy.
It still is: “Now you are the body of Christ and individually rbens of it.”
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